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2 an important source of water, energy,
st products, agricultural products and
3y are storehouses of biological diversity
yed species, constituting an essential
ibal ecosystem.

isysfemns are extremely vulnerable and
isceptible fo soil erosion, landslides and
habitats and genetic diversity, Wide-
y and the-expansion of the populations
1inous areas result in deforestation, the
marginal lands, infensive cattle-raising,
mass cover and other forms of environ-
dation.

oroposals focus on strengthening knowl-
gy and the sustainable development of
systemns; promoting the development of
areas and alternative employment for
living is linked fo practices that degrade
ironment,

d create incentives for local popula-
nit themselves to conservationist prac-
the economy of the mountain arecs,
naturalreservesin regionsrich in species
e areas most vulnerable to floods, ero-
s, earthquakes, avalanches and other
Is, as well as air pollution in industrial and

srisr, environmentally sound mining, bee-
ries, the cultivation and processing of
1 aromatic plants and other activities
ccalinhabitants must be encouragedin
ct the means of subsistence of the com-
s regions and of the native populations,

disasters and floods in the mountains
s hazard prevention measures, zoning of
1as, early warning systems, programs for
f inhabitants and emergency supplies.

annual cost (1993-2000) of the
iis areq is of 13 million dollars, including
s of international resources in terms of
nd concessions.”.

Andean Condor - from the book ““Journey of Humboldt and Bonpland*’

The Incas knew the
cordillera south of Peru as ANTA
the Quetchua name for copper;
this metal was plentiful in that region.
Later, the name
in its spanish version
designated the entire mountain range.
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THE ANDES CORDILLERA

The Andes Cordillerais the largest confinuous mountain
rangeinthe world,andthe secondinaltitude. Ofrecent
geological formation andstillin constant evolution, the
Cordillera is characterized by steep slopes and fragile
arecs.

The human presence in the Cordillerais one of the most
ancient, in addition to being among the most devel-
oped, in the Americas. Pre-Colombian inhabitants do-
mesticated more than 300 species of plants which are
cultivated all over the world, as well as employ another
thousand species. To improve their methods of culfive-
tion, the Andean populations built one of the most
sophisticatedirigafion, drainage and soil conservation
systems known so far.

In spite of the significant human presence in the Andes
and of its destructive impact on Nature during colonial
and in modem times, the region maintained an impor-
tantquantity of endemisms and naturalresources, which
play a key role in the future of the entire continent.
Emphasizing this concept, the fropical area of the
Cordillera hasbeen called the epicenter of ourplanet’s
biological diversity.

When the South-American IUCN members first met in
1990 concerning continentalissues they decidedfo put
together awork group that would be responsible forthe
“Infegrated Program of Environmental Conservation
and Sustainable Development for the Andes Cordil-
lera”.

The main objectives of this program are:

- fo protect the biodiversity of the nafural ecosysytems,

- fo protect the free development of autochthonous
cultures, ,

- fo infensify experiences in sustainable development

To bring this about we infend to employ planning and
zoning as fools for sustainable development, as well as
the creation of biological corridors among the pro-
tectedareas Itis, therefore, veryimportanttostrengthen
this areas within the Cerdillera. Other infegrated zoning
measures, such as the adoption of buffer zones, should
complement this process. One of the basic rules for this
work is fotal openness and the search for the greater
infegration of every possible effort.

Aseries of meetfings have been held by the work group,
which has decided to meet at least once every six
months. What we seek with this is fo have a complete
view of the Cordillera, a summary of all the activifies
involved and the search for the best methodology
which will allow the greatest possible efficacy of the
programmed actions.
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'NORTHERN ANDES
ya gy diversity and a mosaic of ecosystems. There is a higher
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Hete the Andes are mc»rked by a prepmdemnce of large, plateaux
more than 3500 m high called *punas” or “altiplonos”. The Wesfem fiank of
the Andes is dry, whereas the humic Eastern fiank is distinguished by a
succession of vertical ecozones dowr: to the Amazon and Parand basins.
The Eastern escarpment shows the followlng relationship:

Frost Land : - 6800 1o 4800 m
Puna - 480010 3500m
Cloudy Forest 3500 to 2000 m
Humid Mountain Forest - 2000to 1000 m
Jungle 4 1000to  Om

The high plateaux, with ovef1han 3500 m. are the most densely popuk:ted
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SOUTHERN ANDES

Here the Andes form asingle narrow dominantrange, and the alfitude of the
mountaln summits decreases from North to South. The northem section is
characterized by a dry sub-tropical climate. The vegefcﬂon corespondsto
the climate and o the different altitude levels. Xerophilic forests coverparts
of the Eastern escarpments. In the southem section the climate and the
vegetation change. The west side is humid, and the east side, ard. The
southernmost section is characterized by glaclers that go down fo the tide
water in spectacular fiords.

in that region, tourism brings a distinct set of problems.

Those interested in workrng with this project should get in fouch with fhe
Brazilian Committee of IUCN

Avenida 9 de Juho, 4877, 8°

5ao Paulo, CEP (11407-902, SP, Brazil

Fax: (005511) 822-5468




